
Janna Sweenie
Deaf Educator · Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor · Author · ASL Specialist

janna@bolesuniversity.com · (212) 982-7700 x3 · New York City

PROFESSIONAL IDENTITY
A pioneering Deaf professional with over three decades of experience in vocational rehabilitation, American Sign Language
instruction, and Deaf community advocacy. First Deaf graduate of CUNY Lehman College in Psychology. First Deaf
instructor to create and teach tutorials at NYU Gallatin. First Deaf founder of multiple groundbreaking programs serving
Deaf, Deaf-Blind, and Hearing Impaired populations across New York. SCPI-rated "Superior Plus" in American Sign
Language. Author of foundational ASL textbooks published by Cengage, Barnes & Noble, and David Boles Books.
Broadway interpreter and advisor for the Theatre Development Fund's Interpreting for the Theatre program at Juilliard.

EDUCATION & CERTIFICATION

New York University
Master of Arts, Deafness Rehabilitation · 1997

City University of New York, Lehman College
Bachelor of Arts, Psychology · 1992 · First Deaf Graduate

Iowa School for the Deaf
Grades 1 through 12

ASL Proficiency Certification
Sign Communication Proficiency Interview (SCPI) · Rated 'Superior Plus' · Lexington Center, New York City · September
2002

PUBLISHED WORKS

David Boles Books Writing & Publishing
Arm Angles in American Sign Language: A Study of Proximal Articulation in Signed Discourse, 2026. Advanced
textbook examining how the shoulder, elbow, and upper arm function as primary articulators in ASL, carrying semantic
weight that affects meaning, register, and comprehension.

Hardcore ASL: Levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 (with online videos), 2012. Seven-volume comprehensive ASL curriculum.
American Sign Language Level 5: A Field Guide for Advanced Communication Techniques for People with Other
Disabilities, 2014. Return of the Deaf-Mute: The Lost Legacy of the Greatest American Deaf Generation, 2014. Day
One: Learning American Sign Language in 24 Hours (with online videos), 2015. Becoming Job Ready, 2015. For Deaf
People Only, 2015. Cheap Holiday Decor, 2015.

Cengage / Course PTR
Picture Yourself Learning American Sign Language, Level 1 (with DVD), January 2008. Comprehensive visual
instruction method for ASL acquisition.

Barnes & Noble New York
Hand Jive: American Sign Language for Real Life, October 2006. Practical ASL instruction for everyday communication.

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

New York State Education Department
Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor, Queens VESID/ACCES-VR Deaf Services Unit · 2002 – Present · 22+ Years

Comprehensive vocational rehabilitation services for ASL users (100% manual communication) and Hearing consumers.
Responsibilities include intake assessment, case management, transition planning, rehabilitation technology evaluation, job
placement services, supported work services, and extended post-employment services. School-to-Work transition
coordination with the Lexington School for the Deaf, JHS 47, New York School for the Deaf (Fanwood), and the Model
Secondary School for the Deaf (MSSD-Gallaudet). Program lead for YES via Lexington School. CUNY-LaGuardia
ACCES-VR liaison for Hearing and Deaf students. Developer and presenter of 'Deaf Culture 101' workshops for Venture



House, Northwell Health, and the International Center for the Disabled.

SOCIAL SERVICES LEADERSHIP

New York Society for the Deaf
Director of Employment Services · 2001 – 2002

Executive oversight of employment services for Deaf, Deaf-Blind, and Hearing Impaired consumers in the New York City
area. Responsibilities included quarterly fiscal reporting, grant writing, Federal and State coordination of employment
initiatives, cross-cultural interpreting, staff management, and job creation and placement recruitment.

Director of Job Placement · 2000 – 2001

Budget control, staff management and supervision, grant writing, priority job seeding, and opportunity procurement for Deaf,
Deaf-Blind, and Hearing Impaired populations in the tri-state area. Building profitable employer-employee relationships in
the marketplace.

New York Society for the Deaf, Co-op City
Operations Manager · First Deaf & Founding · 1999 – 2001

On-site living duties for Deaf, Deaf-Blind, and Hearing Impaired residents including security guard training and
management, daily building event logging, emergency trouble assessment and response, on-call Superintendent status for
evening and weekend emergencies, building inspection reporting, maintenance request coordination, tenant advocacy,
direct supervision of porter, groundskeeper, and security staff, building budgeting, HUD program requirements oversight,
and community relations.



The Rombouts Housing Center
Case Manager · First Deaf & Founding · 1999 – 2000

Evaluation and case management for 31 Deaf, Deaf-Blind, and Hearing Impaired clients and residents. Direct control of
education, budgeting, job training, vocational rehabilitation, and State and Federal access program requirements for
independent living.

The Weinberg Project, New York Society for the Deaf
ISS Clinician · First Deaf & Founding · 1994 – 1999

Evaluation and services for 50 Deaf, Deaf-Blind, and Hearing Impaired clients and residents. Vocational rehabilitation, job
training, event planning, equipment budgeting, and moderating living environments and staff services.

The Forsyth Street Project, New York Society for the Deaf
Program Manager · First Deaf & Founding · 1995 – 1997

Payroll management, personnel budgeting, security guard training, weekly status reporting, HUD lease agreement
processing, re-certification, and rent control administration.

Tanya Towers, New York Society for the Deaf
Program Supervisor · First Deaf · 1992 – 1994

State and Federal program reporting, core program budgeting, direct supervision of twelve union employees, weekly staff
meetings, and quarterly audited budget reports for Deaf, Deaf-Blind, and Hearing Impaired residents and clients.

Senior Counselor · 1991 – 1992

Client education, vocational rehabilitation, job placement, work training, and budget management for six full-time clients.

Deaf Y at 14th Street YMCA
Coordinator, Deaf/Deaf-Blind/Hearing Impaired Weekend Celebrations · 1992 – 1995

Monthly programming including staff creation and training, grant writing, volunteer establishment, corporate donation
acquisition, fee management, dues processing, entertainment and refreshment procurement, and activity planning for
adults, parents, and children.

United States Census Bureau
Census Taker for the Deaf Community · 1990

Census enumeration for Deaf populations across the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, and Manhattan.

CRISIS RESPONSE & SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Liberty Project
Facilitator · 2001 – 2002

Series of 20 workshops for Deaf, Deaf-Blind, Hearing Impaired, and Hearing residents of Tanya Towers, the Weinberg
Residence, and NYSD's Bronx program. Each workshop addressed issues related to the September 11, 2001 World Trade
Center terror tragedy and methods for resolution, recovery, and moving forward.

Sexual Harassment Workshop
Author, Producer, Actor, and Director · 2001

Original dramatic presentation on sexual harassment performed at the Weinberg Center. Presented in ASL with voice
interpretation.

Stop Smoking Workshop
Author, Producer, Actor, and Director · 2001

Original dramatic presentation on smoking cessation performed entirely in ASL without voice interpretation. NYU's ASL
Level 4 class participated in the Weinberg Center performance.

The Gossip Project
Creator and Performer · 1999 – 2000

Two-hour dramatic presentation on gossip and its effects on culture and society. Performed at NYSD, the Weinberg Project,
the Rombouts Housing Center, the Communication Skills program, and two sessions for the Substance Abuse Program.



ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

New York University, Steinhardt School of Education
American Sign Language Instructor, Department of Applied Psychology · 1991 – Present · 33+ Years

Instructor for ASL Levels 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. Created ASL Level 5 curriculum in 2014 and taught the first class in 2015, making
NYU the first major university with an ASL program to offer Level 5 instruction. Program planning for ASL Levels 4 and 5.
Advising and advocating for Deaf, Deaf-Blind, Hearing, and Hearing Impaired students seeking employment in fields
requiring ASL fluency.

Program Coordinator, American Sign Language, Department of Applied Psychology · 2017 – 2020

Placement Advisor for NYU ASL student course level evaluation. Interim Director for the American Sign Language Program
in 2017.

New York University, Gallatin School of Individualized Study
Instructor · First Deaf Instructor · 2023

First Deaf instructor to create and teach tutorials at NYU Gallatin. Two tutorials in a single semester: Black Sign Language
Tutorial and Deafness in Performance Tutorial.

City University of New York, School of Professional Studies
American Sign Language Instructor · 2011 – 2015

ASL Levels 1 and 2 instruction.

Montclair State University, Department of Linguistics
American Sign Language Instructor · 2004 – 2006

ASL Levels 1 and 2 instruction.

LaGuardia Community College
American Sign Language Instructor · 2002 – 2003

ASL Levels 1, 3, and 4 instruction. RID Deaf Mentoring Program advisor (2001).

The College of New Rochelle
Adjunct Faculty, American Sign Language · 2000

ASL Levels 1 and 2 instruction.

Lexington School for the Deaf
American Sign Language Instructor · 1995

New York University, School of Education
American Sign Language Instructor, Deafness Rehabilitation Program · 1990 – 2002

ASL Levels 1, 2, 3, and 4 instruction for graduate students in the Deafness Rehabilitation program.

Catholic Charities of Brooklyn
American Sign Language Instructor · 1988 – 1991

Hotel Macklowe
American Sign Language Instructor, Staff Training · 1990 – 1991

BROADWAY & THEATRICAL INTERPRETATION

ASL Opera Project
Founder · 2003 – Present

American Sign Language project bringing Sign Language interpreted performances to worldwide opera stages.

Theatre Development Fund / Juilliard School
Interpreter Advisor and Deaf Involvement Panel Member · 2000 – 2004

Class project advisor for TDF's Interpreting for the Theatre program at Juilliard. Advisory productions included Phantom of
the Opera (2004), Thoroughly Modern Millie (2003), 42nd Street (2002), Rent (2001), and Jane Eyre (2001). Performance
class advisor for Jekyll & Hyde (2000) with live critique and feedback sessions for 10 ASL interpreters from across the



country. Interpreter selection committee member for Summer 2002 TDF/Juilliard program. Deaf Involvement Panel member
for Juilliard.



Broadway Productions
Interpreter Advisor · 2004

Interpreter advisor for Broadway productions of The Producers, Hamlet, and Wonderful Town.

Broadway Interpreter
ASL Performance Interpretation · 2001 – 2003

Flower Drum Song (2003). 42nd Street national tour, Philadelphia (2003). 42nd Street Broadway (2001, 2002).

New York City Heritage of Pride Rally
Interpreter · 1998

Gay & Lesbian Rally in Bryant Park. Interpreted Cyndi Lauper songs and selections from the Broadway musical Rent.

EDITORIAL & VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

David Boles, Blogs
Managing Editor · 2005 – Present

GO INSIDE Magazine
Managing Editor · First Deaf · 1993 – 2006

Greater New York Chapter, Deaf Women United
President · 1997 – 1999

Fundraising, grant writing, and community awards banquet coordination.

World Trade Center Crash Grief Counseling Workshop
Coordinator for the Deaf Community · 2001

Deaf Culture Workshop, New York Society for the Deaf
Lecturer · 2001

New York Deaf Awareness Week
NYSD Coordinator · 2000

HONORS & AWARDS

NYU Steinhardt USG Star Award
Excellence in Administration · 2016

NYSD Employee of the Month
October 2000

Berger Scholar Award
Graduate Study in Deafness, New York University · 1992

RSA Graduate Fellow
Department of Health Education, New York University · 1991 – 1992 · Two-Year Award


